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Knitting

“For it was you who formed
my inward parts;
You knit me together in my

mother’'s womb.”
Psalm 139:13
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Meet Another Religious Health System Restricting Reproductive
Care

Jan 30, 2019, 8:40am Amy Littlefield

Seventh-day Adventist Church policy opposes abortion, assisted suicide, and the "homosexual lifestyle," but approves
of contraception, sterilization, and in vitro fertilization.

f Rewire.News has reported extensively on g ——

the spread of Catholic hospitals, which V ’ C TO R Y . RV
4 restrict access to abortion, sterilization, TABERNACLE |4 ) P
133 and most contraception, and account for e -

one in six acute-care beds in the United =

in States. But Seventh-day Adventist facilities,
which have their own rules on

reproductive health care, control a growing

swath of the health-care landscape—and

their policy arm just opened an office in

% Washington, D.C.

There are about 90 Adventist hospitals and
350 affiliated provider organizations in the

= United States, and more than 500 facilities
worldwide. These include AdventHealth,
the largest nonprofit Protestant health
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Dr. Kellogg’s Anti-Abortion Stance

"From the very moment of conception,
those processes have been in operation
which result in the production of a fully
developed human being from a mere jelly
drop, a minute cell. As soon as this
development begins, a new human being
has come into existence—in embryo, it is
true, but possessed of its own
individuality, with its own future. . . . From
this moment, it acquires the right to life, a
right so sacred that in every land to .
violate it is to incur the penalty of death. .
. . None but God knows the full extent of
this most heinous crime."

John Harvey Kellogg

J.H. Kellogg, Man, the Masterpiece, 1894, pp. 424-25



Loma Linda Beginnings

Loma Linda Sanitarium, 1905 John A. Burden




1967: Portland, Oregon

Dr. Fulsher’s
Question




Cultural Change: 1960s - 1970s

Birth control becomes widely used
B Griswold v. Connecticut, SCOTUS, 1965

American Law Institute’s model, 1962

B Threats to maternal life or health
B Rape or incest

B Devastating fetal anomalies

State abortion laws liberalized

B Colorado, 1967
B Alaska, New York, Hawaii, 1970

Roe versus Wade, SCOTUS, 1973




1970 Adventist Guidelines

“In response to the many requests for a position on the abortion
issue as it relates to the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the
health care institutions it operates, the General Conference
officers...have developed the following guidelines. It is recognized

that these gwdellnes are pot the final gnswer but perhaps can serve
at the present time.”

“It is believed that therapeutic abortions may be performed for the
following established indications:

1. When the continuation of the pregnancy may threaten the life of
the woman or seriously impair her health.

2. When continuation of the pregnancy is likely to result in the

birth of a child with grave physical deformities or mental
retardation.

3. When conception has occurred as a result of rape or incest.”

Ministry Magazine, March, 1971
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Provonsha’s Perspective

[0 Presented May 13, 1970 to a GC committee
meeting in Loma Linda

Later published in Spectrum, Spring, 1971
Main points:

Ll
Ll

The fetus has the potential for human life
Fetal life symbolizes what we value about human life

The symbolic value of fetal life should not be
permitted to threaten established human life

The decision about when abortion is justifiable
should be shared by thoughtful members of the
community




Provonsha Passages

“"The more nearly the embryo or fetus
approaches the conditions of being human
the higher its level of potentiality.” p. 60

“A symbol’s value is derived from that to
which it points. The symbol possesses,
therefore, a lesser, secondary kind of value.
This means that when it seriously competes
with, rather than serves, that to which it
points, we must be prepared to sacrifice
the symbol.” pp. 61-61




Provonsha Passages

“"The increasingly potential human organism

developing in its mother’s body is not yet
human—but it ‘'means' human and can serve
human values by crystallizing and
conditioning respect for human life. But if for
some reason it should come to threaten
human existence unduly, it cannot be
permitted to survive.” p. 62




Provonsha’s Schematic
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1971 G.C. File Document

Two additional provisions were added to the 1970 statement:

4. “When the case involves an unwed child under 15 years
of age.

5. "When for some reason the requirements of functional

human life demand the sacrifice of the lesser potential
human value.”

Notes: These 1971 guidelines were never published.

For several years, until the 1990s, the GC’s Health Ministries
Department kept both the 1970 and the 1971 guidelines on

file and shared them apparently without noticing the
differences.




George Gainer’s Critique

“In effect, the church has simultaneously held
two positions regarding abortion. The published
May 13, 1970, abortion guidelines have
presented to Adventist clergy and laity, and to
the general public as well, the appearance of a
restrictive stance. And the unpublished
Interruption of Pregnancy Guidelines have
permitted its hospitals a free hand in this
economically significant practice.”

George B. Gainer, "Abortion: History of Adventist Guidelines,”
Ministry Magazine, 1991.




Continuing Adventist Discussion

My first invitation to give a paper at
the GC: 1979

Publication of "Adventists and
Abortion: A Principled Approach”
B Spectrum, Vol. 12, no. 2, December, 1981
B Three principles:

1. Respect for human life

2. Respect for personal autonomy
3. Practice of justice




1988 LLU
Conference

1992 Publication

ABORTION

ETHICAL ISSUES & OPTIONS

Edited by David R. Larson




Christian View of Human Life
Committee: 1989-2000

Multi-cultural, gender
balanced committee of
about 30 persons, led by
Dr. Albert S. Whiting

Dr. Whiting




1992 Adventist Abortion Guidelines*

1. Protect prenatal life

2. Be gracious rather than judgmental

3. Offer practical help

4. Limit abortion to most serious reasons

5. Empower the pregnant person’s decision

6. Let the church offer guidance not
governance

/. Encourage all members to study in light of
Scripture

*Approved Oct. 12, 1992 at Fall Council of the General Conference, and
available at https://adventistbioethics.org/adventist-bioethics-guidelines
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Can we get beyond bumper stickers?
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Gestation as Knitting

“For it was you who formed

my inward parts;
You knit me together in my

mother’'s womb.”
‘ Psalm 139:13
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All the "moments” matter...
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Clinical Realities

Lethal fetal anomalies
B Molar pregnancy

B Anencephaly

B Some trisomies

Danger to mother’s life or health
B Placenta previa with accreta
B Ectopic pregnancy

Rape or incest




AdventHealth’'s Statement

CC.3. Beginning of Life
In accordance with Seventh-day Adventist theological
beliefs regarding human creation in the image of God

and the sanctity of human life, elective abortion
is prohibited in AdventHealth institutions.

Therapeutic termination of pregnancy is allowable in
three specific circumstances—for conditions that pose a
clear threat to maternal health and life, fetal conditions
that are incompatibie with life cutside the womb, or
documented cases of rape or incest. Each potential

termination of pregnancy is subject to review
constituted institutional €
process. Across AdventHealth, the average
annual incidence of pregnancy terminations

is less than one per 1,000 live births.




LLU Health’s Policy
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LLU Health's Policy
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* Pregnancy Termination Guidelines (M-141)

¢ Follows the SDA Church’s "guidelines on abortion,” which does not condone abortions
for reasons of birth control, gender selection, or convenience. Exceptional circumstances
include significant threats to the pregnant woman's life or health, pregnancy resulting
from rape or incest, and severe congenital defects that will result in demise or minimum

cognitive potential. Caregivers can be excused from care based on conscience.
* Patients’ Ritweeagad Responsibilities (P-1)
° Qutlines the rights and responsibilities of patients.

* Patient Consent (P-2)

e Qutlines procedure of obtaining consent as well as different modes of consent, including

SUurrogacy, conservator.



LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL CENTER

QAR
MEDICAL CENTER OPERATING POLICY

CATEGORY: CLINICAL MANAGEMENT CODE: M-141

EFFECTIVE:  10/2014

SUBJECT: PREGNANCY TERMINATION REPLACES: 06/2011

GUIDELINES PAGE: 1of2

Philosophy:

Loma Linda University Medical Center strives to meet the physical, social, psychological, and
spiritual needs of all its patients. Activities of the Medical Center are to be conducted in a manner
consistent with the ethics, principles, and philosophy of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church’s “Guidelines on Abortion” states, “Abortion should be
performed only for the most serious reasons.” The Church does not condone abortions for reasons
of birth control, gender selection or convenience. Exceptional circumstances may be considered
such as when they present significant threats to the pregnant woman’s life, serious jeopardy to her
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Where are we headed now?

J.S. Supreme Court steering “right”?

_ikelihood of controversy for political
urposes?

Renewed pressures to revise the
Adventist guidelines?




Let’s talk...

Should the 1992 SDA abortion
guidelines be revised?

Is it possible to have one statement of
guidelines for a worldwide church?

How might the Adventist Bioethics
Consortium be helpful?




